
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

The information below intends to help you with the topic that will be debated at NC 

MUN Celaya during the Security Council committee sessions. The information is 

meant to assist you in writing your position paper. 

 The NC MUN Celaya staff encourages you to make the most of it by researching the 

topic and your country, not just to win a prize but first to open your mind by 

exploring the world. 
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Undersecretary Welcome Message 

 

First of all, thank you very much for your participation in NC MUN Celaya 2020. I, 
Diego Garcia Coronilla, will be your undersecretary for the United Nations Security 
Council Committee. I am confident that we will have an excellent time in the model 
and a good flow of debate. 
 

We will be covering some of the most complex and tense global conflicts going in 
the world today. While we will not make an immense weight to reach the solutions in 
the real world counterpart, we still have to reach solutions and conclusions to find a 
way of solving such conflicts, so we expect seriousness. 
 

In addition, I and my colleagues in the model understand these topics, they will be 
various point of view, some which might be provoking, a many of you may even have 
adverse opinions. However remember to remain professional, and treat others with 
respect. Due to some of the participants might be new we hope you’ll take the 
opportunity given to you to contribute and meet your own expectations of the 
conference. We hope you enjoy the event, and if you have any question i would be 
pleased to answer, do not hesitate to ask. 
 

Regards, Diego Garcia Coronilla 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Topic A: The West Bank and Gaza Strip Conflict 
 

Introduction   

 

The need of stopping the conflict has increased in areas under control of the 
Palestinian Authority, concerns include, but are not limited to, excessive use of force, 
arbitrary arrests, ill-treatment, torture and the use of administrative detention to jail 
individuals without charge or trial. Some detainees also do not receive adequate 
medical attention. 
 

The area inside the 1949 and 1951 (Gaza Strip) armistice lines include but are not 
limited to, ill-treatment and torture of detainees, excessive use of force, the detention 
of conscientious objectors, and forced evictions and home demolitions within 
Bedouin villages. 

The Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory (the West Bank including East 

Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip) is in its fifth decade and the undercurrent of violence 
and inherent abuses of fundamental human rights and disregard for international law 
inherent in any long-standing military occupation is presented by both sides. Both 
Israeli and Palestinian civilians continue to bear the brunt of the violence in the 
region. 

Human rights violations by Israeli forces in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPT) have included, but are not limited to, home demolitions and the forced eviction 
of Palestinian families; punitive arrests, unfair trials, ill-treatment and torture of 
detainees and the use of excessive or lethal force to subdue nonviolent 
demonstrations as well as the use of restrictive legal means. In contravention of 
international law, Israel continues to build parts of the wall/fence in the OPT, expand 
settlements and use draconian restrictions on the movement of Palestinians with 
some 600 roadblocks and checkpoints. Amnesty International is also concerned 
about discriminatory policies affecting access to water for Palestinians. 

A ceasefire between Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups in the Gaza Strip 
in effect since 2009 has been generally respected. The Gaza Strip has been under 
increasing restrictions since 2005, when Israel unilaterally pulled troops and settlers 
out of the strip. June 2007, restrictions tightened to an almost airtight blockade, 
deepening the hardship there and virtually imprisoning the entire population of 1.6 
million. 

Israel maintains effective control over Gaza, controlling all but one of the crossings 
into the Gaza Strip, the airspace, territorial waters, telecommunications and the 
population registry which determines who is allowed to leave or enter Gaza. 
Therefore, Israel is still considered the occupying power and is responsible for the 
welfare of the inhabitants in the strip under international humanitarian law. 
Israeli authorities rejected or delayed hundreds of permit applications to leave Gaza 
by Palestinians requiring specialist medical treatment; a few died as a result. Most 
of Gaza inhabitants depend on international aid, which is severely hampered by the 



 

 
 

blockade. In May 2010, Israeli forces killed nine men aboard an aid fleet in 
international waters that was challenging the blockade legality. 
Amnesty also has concerns about the indiscriminate rocket fire into southern Israel 
by armed Palestinian groups. Palestinian militants fired a rocket into Israel that hit a 
school bus, killing a 16 year old boy April 2011. 
 

Following hostilities between Israel and the Gaza Strip Dec. 2008 – Jan. 2009, 
Hamas has failed to conduct any domestic investigation into the serious allegations 
of violations of international humanitarian and human rights law committed by their 
forces during the conflict and Israel investigations have been inadequate – failing to 
meet international standards. 

In order to have some insight into past, present and possible future, we need some 
history and background. Then we return to the importance of narratives. 

A first question—why choose that particular corner of the Middle East as a haven for 
the Jewish people? Given the long attachment of Judaism to the Holy Land, and the 
disastrous history of Jewish suffering in Europe, the Jews needed to have a place to 
go where they would be accepted as Jews. Where would they have gone after World 
War II? Chaim Weizmann, the first President of Israel said, “the world seemed to be 
divided into parts—those places where Jews could not live and those where they 
could not enter”. Arab government commentators call it the “Arab street.” it is both 
to Israel’ sake, and a pressing necessity, to settle the bitter relationship with the 
Palestinians. The consequences of not doing so are too grave. 

Why hasn’t this conflict been settled for the past 100 years? The history of Israel has 

always been intertwined with the United Nations. The partition plan of 1947 was the 
source for the creation of the State of Israel by the UN. The Arabs revolted against 
partition, a civil war began, the Arab governments joined the war, and the borders 
were decided by an armistice in 1949. 

Competing for the same land The Arabs saw an increasing number of Jews coming 
to what they saw as their land—buying up property and becoming more organized—
a serious threat that made them feel increasingly dispossessed. Many Jews 
preferred to ignore the signs, until riots broke out in 1921 and 1929. They attacked 
Jewish neighborhoods. The Arabs call it a popular uprising, 
not riots. Some observers began to view the problem as two groups competing for 
the same land and population dominance. Fierce, cruel civil war. 

After the war the UN organized a commission to study the situation and came to the 
same conclusion as the Peel Commission. A partition plan won UN approval. Ben 
Gurion then declared the State of Israel. The Arabs did not accept the plan, and war 
broke out. The war took place in two phases, firstly a civil war between Jews and 
Arabs in Israel.  

As civil wars are, it was fierce and cruel with many deaths. Then, in the second 
phase, the neighboring Arabs invaded. The war ended in 1949 with an armistice. 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict as scapegoat 



 

 
 

Did the Arab governments help from a humanitarian point of view? Not particularly. 
The Palestinians have remained unpopular in large parts of the Arab world. When 
Egypt was in control of Gaza, from 1949 into 1967, Gaza Arabs were rarely allowed 
to travel into Egypt.  

After the first Gulf war in 1991, Kuwait expelled 250,000 Palestinians. Only Jordan 
allows Palestinians to become citizens. Elsewhere in the Arab world they are not 
permitted to become citizens. Even in Jordan, war broke out, suppressed by the 
Jordanian government. The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been a superbly effective 
scapegoat and distraction for the Arab masses, who rank very poorly in the UN’s 
human development index in relation to the rest of the world 

Psychological sticking point Clinton stated that the plan broke down essentially about 
the right of return of the refugees. Arafat told Clinton that if he accepted, Clinton 
could attend his funeral. Perhaps what is most important for the understanding of the 
conflict is that the plan clearly calls for a final resolution and an end to any further 
claims. This is the psychological sticking point for the Palestinians. They are 
interested in their concept of peace and justice—a vindication of their grievance. 
Unlike Israelis who are very tough negotiators, but also pragmatic and interested 

in solutions. Palestinians and Arab leaders take no responsibility for the disaster they 
have brought on their own people, both by the ineptness of their leadership and the 
autocracy and corruption of their governments. 
U.S.A. has lost credibility 

A political solution must be found, and can only happen with concerted international 
action. 
The U.S.A., which at one time had the credibility to appear as an honest broker, has 
lost this power since its entanglement in Iraq. The need for participation by the Arab 
League is absolutely necessary. Once, in 2002, they proposed a vague initiative. As 
the situation becomes more and more threatening and dangerous, because of the 
availability of sophisticated long distance weapons, they may become more willing 
to participate in negotiations. In fact, they have recently shown renewed interest. 
Growing Shiite radicalism threatens the Sunni governments. Rage against Israel can 
rebound against these same governments. Unsettling wars in this area could create 
economic havoc. From the Israeli point of view, the acknowledgement of the limits 
of military power could influence Israel if there was a real chance of an agreement. 

  



 

 
 

Follow up questions (Topic A) 

 

• What position does your country partake in this conflict? 

• Has your country sent any humanitarian support to these refugees? 

• What proposals has your country taken part in concerning this conflict? 

• What concerns does your country find remarkable and how could it help? 

 

 

 

Extra resources (Topic A) 

 

• Amnesty International, (2014) “ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN 

TERRITORIES” Amnesty International, retrieved from: 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-

territories/ 

• Ehrenfeld s. (2012) “The Israel-Palestinian Conflict: Each Side’s Contrasting 

Narratives” Ethical Culture Society of Bergen County”,retrieved from: 

https://ethicalfocus.org/the-israel-palestinian-conflict-each-sides-

contrasting-narratives/ 
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Topic B: Conflict between Sudan and South Sudan 

The conflict between Sudan and South Sudan nowadays is because a part of land 

that it wasn’t distributed to neither of the countries, both of the countries are fighting 
to have control of it because of the oil fields that are in the zone, both of the countries 
are in a very hard situation forcing them to take ownership of Abyei with military 
forces. This is a current problem, in this committee is indispensable to mobilize the 
people in the conflict zones, and make Sudan began to be an independent country 
after 1956, since the beginning Sudan has been in political chaos, producing coups 
in their first years. As the economic problems were the same, the people started to 
get more and more upset lending to the first civil war, thousands of Sudanese 
citizens were perishing because of dehydration and diarrhea. Although the war was 
ignored by Jaafar Muhammad an-Nimeiry positioning himself as president, after this 
the corruption of the Nimeiry government was exposed with an approximation of 
eight thousand millions of dollars. 

Some oil fields were discovered in the south of Sudan and because many countries 

and organizations tried to get part of the oil Nimeiry expelled them, making as a 
consequence the complication of the entrance of humanitarian aid to Sudan. Rebel 
groups started taking control of parts of Sudan making impossible the entrance of 
humanitarian aid causing the second civil war, also making differences between 
Sudan and South Sudan. In the conflict U.S.A. accused Sudan for guard Osama Bin 
Laden and Al Qaeda. 

Almost all of the Sundaneses are on inhuman conditions bringing the CPA to 
intervene and start a peace treaty. Sudan launch an offensive military so the UN 
imposed sanctions in Sudan: 

Arms 
Embargo 

All States shall take the necessary measures to prevent the supply 
of arms and related materiel of all types and also of technical 
training and assistance in relation to actors operating in Darfur. 

All States shall ensure that any sale or supply of arms and related 
materiel to the Sudan not prohibited by resolutions 1591 (2005) and 
1556 (2004) are made conditional upon the necessary end user 
documentation so that States may ascertain that any such sale or 
supply is conducted consistent with the measures imposed by 
those resolutions. 

 

Travel 
ban 

All States shall take the necessary measures to prevent the entry 
into or transit through their territories of individuals designated by 
the Committee for inclusion on its consolidated travel ban and 
assets freeze list on the basis of the criteria set out in paragraph 3 
(c) of resolution 1591 (2005). 

 



 

 
 

Assets 

freeze 

Decides that all States shall freeze all funds, other financial assets 

and economic resources owned or controlled by individuals and 
entities designated by the Committee for inclusion on the 
consolidated travel ban and assets freeze list on the basis of the 
criteria set out in paragraph 3(c) of resolution 1591 (2005). 

 

In the first year of Darfur Conflict there were 180,000 deaths and 2 million people left 

their villages later the CPA (Comprehensive Peace Agreement) established an auto 
determination referendum in 2005 which lend to the end of the second civil war of 
Sudan and six year of autonomy for the south of Sudan. 9 of July of 2011 South 
Sudan was officially an independent country. In this Sudan recognize South Sudan 
as a country and lost a third part of their territory. In September of 2012 the 
presidents of the republics gathered to sign nine agreements which are: 

  

1. The Cooperation Agreement Between Sudan and South Sudan. 

2. Oil Agreement Between Sudan & South Sudan 
3. Agreement on Security Arrangements 
4. Nationals Agreement 
5. Agreement on Post Service Benefits Sudan & South Sudan 
6. Agreement on Trade Sudan & South Sudan 
7. Agreement on Banking 
8. Agreement on Border Issues 
9. Agreement on Certain Economic Matters 

  

A peace treaty was made for the conflict in the Sudanese region of Darfur. A court 

opening is made for the conflict in the Abyei oil zone although it fails and is left in the 
jurisdiction of South Sudan who became completely free from Sudan less Abyei 
causing a confrontation leaving 20,000 people homeless. In 2013 an estate coup is 
attempted, Malakal falls into the hands of rebels and Bor switches between 
government state power to rebel. There was an outbreak of cholera in South Sudan, 
They already accepted humanitarian aid. Rebel Forces killed thousands of civilians, 
Ethiopia, Rwanda and Kenya deploy military forces in South Sudan. Egypt and 
Sudan signed an agreement for Sudan to give some land, but then Sudan want them 
back, Abyei has guerrillas, national security increases police groups. Sudan is 
entering economic crisis and lately the death rate is higher but there are no more 
genocides. 

 

  



 

 
 

Follow up questions  

 

• Has your country influenced the conflict in any way? 

• What kinds of aid could your country provide? 

• How could your country help improve security for refugees and citizens still 

trapped in the borders of Sudan? 

• How can the conflict find a middle point so that this numerous losses 

cease? 
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