
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

The information below intends to help you with the topic that will be debated at NC 

MUN Celaya during the World Health Organization committee sessions. The 

information is meant to assist you in writing your position paper. 

 The NC MUN Celaya staff encourages you to make the most of it by researching the 

topic and your country, not just to win a prize but first to open your mind by 

exploring the world. 
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Undersecretary Welcome Message 

 

Dear Delegates: 

“When the fundamental principles of human rights are not protected, the center of our 

institution no longer holds. It’s they that promote development that is sustainable; peace 

that is secure; and lives of dignity.”- former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein  

Welcome to the Human Rights Committee for NCMUN 2020, we are honored and 
grateful to receive you in the edition of our model, without you, delegates, this 
wouldn’t be possible. Delegates, good evening, my name is Daniela Medina vega 
and I’m current undersecretary of the human rights committee, it’s a pleasure to have 
you on my time. As the quote says it’s is our responsibility to ensure a better future 
for generations to come. It’s is your job to protect and ensure that all your citizens 
have basic human Rights. During the debate we expect you to protect the Human 
Rights of all your people reach a resolution that benefits and gives justice.  

In case you have any inquiries, 
feel free to ask about them. Be 
wise, behave, have fun and good 
luck.  

Daniela Medina Vega, Human Rights Undersecretary 

Introduction of the committee  

WHO began when our Constitution came into force on 7 April 1948 – a date 

we now celebrate every year as World Health Day. We are now more than 

7000 people from more than 150 countries working in 150 country offices, in 

6 regional offices and at our headquarters in Geneva. The main goals of the 

World Health Organization are improving the engagement with the UN system, 

better position health in the debates and decisions of UN, inter-governmental 

bodies, anchor health in the global 2030 sustainable development agenda, 

strengthen WHO's effectiveness and leadership role in health as part of the UN 

humanitarian system, create and sustain effective networks and coalitions with 

the relevant UN agencies and other stakeholders, based on shared agendas for 

substantive work, contribute to a coherent and effective UN system at global, 

regional and country levels.  

The mission of the Records and Archives service is to manage and preserve 

the current and semi-active records and historical archives of the World Health 

Organization (WHO). It is made up of two units: Records and Archives. The 

semi-active records are jointly managed by the two units. 



 

 
 

 

 

Topic A: Mitigating the Health Impacts of Pollution 

 

 Introduction of the topic  

The majority of the world's population, approximately 90%, breathes polluted air. 

7 million people die prematurely every year due to air pollution. Short-lived 

climate pollutants (SLCPs), found in ambient (outdoor) and household air 

pollution, produce strong climate change effects but only remain in the 

atmosphere briefly –for a few days to about a decade. The short life span of 

SLCPs means that assertive action now to reduce emissions can rapidly improve 

both air quality as well as slowing the rate of near-term climate change. The main 

SLCPs of direct concern to health include black carbon (or ‘soot’), methane and 

ozone, which all contribute to both health-harmful air pollution and global 

warming. . Black carbon (BC) makes up a significant portion of fine particulate 

matter, the air pollutant most associated with premature death and morbidity. 

Ozone has significant adverse impacts on respiratory health, and methane 

contributes to ozone formation. Mitigation experts believe that firm actions 

reducing SLCP emissions could slow the pace of climate change by as much as 

.50 C over the next few decades. Even so, it is important to note that SLCP 

reduction measures complement, but do not replace, the actions needed to 

reduce longer-lived CO2 emissions for climate stabilization.  

History of the topic  

Air pollution is a major problem of recent decades, which has a serious 

toxicological impact on human health and the environment. The sources of 

pollution vary from small unit of cigarettes and natural sources such as volcanic 

activities to large volume of emission from motor engines of automobiles and 

industrial activities. Long-term effects of air pollution on the onset of diseases 

such as respiratory infections and inflammations, cardiovascular dysfunctions, and 

cancer is widely accepted; hence, air pollution is linked with millions of deaths 

globally each year. A recent study has revealed the association between male 

infertility and air pollution.[10] Air pollution has now emerged in developing 

countries as a result of industrial activities and also increase the quantity of 

emission sources such as inappropriate vehicles.[11,12,13] About 4.3 million 

people die from household air pollution and 3.7 million from ambient air pollution, 

most of whom (3.3 and 2.6 million, respectively) live in Asia. In Iran, as a 

developing country, the level of air pollutants has increased gradually since the 



 

 
 

beginning of industrialization in the 1970s, but it has reached a very harmful level 

in some megacities such as Tehran, Mashhad, Tabriz, Isfahan, Ahvaz, Arak, and 

Karaj over the past two decades. Iran is the world's third main polluted country 

in the world, which results in 16 billion $ annual loss. In fact, four of the top ten 

air-polluted cities are in Iran. Ahvaz is the most air polluted city in the world with 

microdust blowing in from neighboring countries, and particulate levels three 

times that of Beijing, and nearly 13 times that of London. Air pollution caused 

almost 4460 deaths in 2013 only in Tehran although the reality seemed higher 

and is getting worse every year. Therefore, it is of great importance to describe 

the problem, particularly its toxic effects on human health and provide 

recommendations as a basis for environmental guidelines and standard protocols 

in the field of air pollution in Iran.  

The present article is neither a systematic review nor a descriptive, educational 

study. It is a problem-based descriptive review in which the authors try to explain 

a problem which is the major health and ecological problem in developing 

countries like Iran. In this review, we have tried to summarize the toxicology of 

air pollutants and related diseases with a possible mechanism of action and 

appropriate management of the patients. Therefore, it shall be useful for the 

environmental and health professionals particularly policy makers, emergency 

physicians, and other clinicians who may be involved in air pollution and related 

diseases. In this paper, we also discuss sources of air pollution and proposed 

some feasible solutions which may be beneficial for the environmental legislators 

and decision makers. 

 

Current situation 

 Ambient (outdoor air pollution) is a major cause of death and disease globally. 

The health effects range from increased hospital admissions and emergency room 

visits, to increased  

risk of premature death.  

An estimated 4.2 million premature deaths globally are linked to ambient air 

pollution, mainly from heart disease, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease, lung cancer, and acute respiratory infections in children.  

Worldwide ambient air pollution accounts for:  

● 29% of all deaths and disease from lung cancer  

● 17% of all deaths and disease from acute lower respiratory infection  

● 24% of all deaths from stroke  

● 25% of all deaths and disease from ischemic heart disease  



 

 
 

● 43% of all deaths and disease from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease  

Pollutants with the strongest evidence for public health concern, include 

particulate matter (PM), ozone (O3), nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and Sulphur dioxide 

(SO2).  

The health risks associated with particulate matter of less than 10 and 2.5 microns 

in diameter (PM10 and PM2.5) are especially well documented. PM is capable of 

penetrating deep into lung passageways and entering the bloodstream causing 

cardiovascular, cerebrovascular and respiratory impacts. In 2013, it was classified 

as a cause of lung cancer by WHO’s International Agency for Research on Cancer 

(IARC). It is also the most widely used indicator to assess the health effects from 

exposure to ambient air pollution.  

In children and adults, both short- and long-term exposure to ambient air 

pollution can lead to reduced lung function, respiratory infections and aggravated 

asthma. Maternal exposure to ambient air pollution is associated with adverse 

birth outcomes, such as low birth weight, pre-term birth and small gestational 

age births. Emerging evidence also suggests ambient  

air pollution may affect diabetes and neurological development in children. 

Considering the precise death and disability toll from many of the conditions 

mentioned are not currently quantified in current estimates, with growing 

evidence, the burden of disease from ambient air pollution is expected to greatly 

increase.  

Past actions  

On February 11, Senators Tom Udall and Senator Jeff Merkley alongside U.S. 

Representatives Alan Lowenthal and Katherine Clark introduced a landmark bill to 

reduce plastic pollution and increase corporate recycling. Called the Break Free 

from Plastic Pollution Act of 2020, the bill would reduce single-use plastic products 

in packaging, reform recycling and waste collection and hold companies 

accountable for waste. This law shifts the burden from consumers onto policy and 

corporations to help clean up the plastic problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Follow up questions  

 

• Which countries are the most affected? 

• How can my delegation contribute to solve this problem? 

• Which are the most affected countries? 

• How can I help solve the problem? 

 

Extra resources  

 

• https://www.who.int/about/who-we-are 
https://www.who.int/archives/about/en/  

• https://www.britannica.com/science/pollution-environment 

•  https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039661  

• https://www.who.int/vietnam/health-topics/air-pollution  

• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5122104/  

• https://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/landmark-bill-break-free-
from-plastic-pollution- act-of-2020-aiming-to-control-plastic-crisis-hits-

congress/  
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039661
https://www.who.int/vietnam/health-topics/air-pollution
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5122104/


 

 
 

Topic B: Eco-Terrorism: Extremism in Animal Rights 

and Environmental Movements 

 

 

Introduction to the topic.  

The United States Federal Bureau of Investigation defines eco-terrorism as 

"...the use or threatened use of violence of a criminal nature against innocent 

victims or property by an environmentally-oriented, subnational group for 

environmental-political reasons, or aimed at an audience beyond the target, 

often of a symbolic nature." Eco-terrorism is a form of radical environmentalism 

that arose out of the same school of thought that brought about deep ecology, 

ecofeminism, social ecology, and bioregionalism. “Eco-terrorism" is a 

controversial term.  

 

Current situation  

Chile  

On 25 July 2019, an improvised explosive device (IED) detonated at a police 

station in Chile's capital Santiago in the Huechuraba neighborhood, leaving five 

police officers injured. On that same day, another package was found at the 

offices of Quiñenco - a company owned by one of Chile's largest economic 

groups, the Luksic family − aimed at executive and former interior minister 

Rodrigo Hinzpeter; it did not detonate. The two packages arrived by post and 

police sources quoted in the local media suggest the two incidents are linked. 

President Sebastián Piñera classed them as "terrorism" and said the sender had 

been identified, but no group has claimed responsibility. In 2017, an IED was 

posted to the residence of the then-president of state-owned mining company 

Codelco, causing him minor injuries. In January 2019, an IED detonated at a 

bus stop in Vicuña Mackenna with Bilbao in Providencia, leaving five injured. 

Eco-terrorist group ITS claimed responsibility for those attacks. Traditional 

terrorism or anarchism targets in Santiago have focused on police stations, 

public transport infrastructure, banks, and government buildings in the city 

Centre. The recent incidents highlight that targets are expanding to commercial 

property and company executives in business areas such as Providencia and 

Las Condes. However, local groups operating in Santiago with the intention to 

carry out terrorist attacks consist of only a handful of members, are relatively 

disorganized and lack the intent or capability to conduct a large-scale attack, 

mitigating property damage and death and injury risks. The recent incidents 



 

 
 

will renew government priority for a proposed anti-terrorism law, increasing its 

likelihood of being approved in the coming months. The bill seeks to expand 

the use of undercover agents to support counter-terrorism investigations, 

strengthening security for protected witnesses, allowing phone tapping, 

toughening penalties, and changing the classification of terrorism offences to 

include individuals acting alone (rather than just groups). Statements by 

opposition parliamentarians strongly condemning the attack will indicate faster 

approval of the anti-terrorism law in Congress, where the ruling Chile Vamos 

("Chile Let's Go") coalition does not have a majority. A new attack causing 

major property damage or casualties would indicate an increase in the intent 

or capability and level of organization of terrorist groups  

Australia  

An Australian senator has called on the nation's spies to investigate whether 

"eco-terrorists" were responsible for the country's unprecedented bushfire 

crisis. Addressing parliament, Concetta Fierravanti-Wells - a senior member of 

the ruling conservative Liberal Party and former government minister - echoed 

online conspiracy theories to claim it "defies logic" that hundreds of bushfires 

could have started at the same time.  

Earlier, head of the New South Wales Rural Fire Service Shane Fitzsimmons 

said arsonists were not the main cause of the fires that tore through millions 

of hectares of south-eastern Australia in 2019. "This season has been 

dominated by natural causes, mainly lightning," he said. Ms Fierravanti-Wells 

claimed that the vast number of fires that started around the same time "not 

only gave the impression of the possibility of arsonist attack but also suggests 

a level of coordination". Over months blazes scorched more than 10 million 

hectares in the country's east and south "Who are they? What were their 

motive and intent? Are they lone actors or part of a sinister collective 

conducting eco-terrorism?" she asked. The bushfires have reignited Australia's 

climate change debate, and the senator's comments echo online disinformation 

about the cause of the flames. Ms Fierravanti-Wells is the latest lawmaker from 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison's party to blame arson for the bushfires. He is 

likely to distance himself from the claims after public pressure forced him to 

acknowledge climate change is a driver of the fires. Over months blazes 

scorched more than 10 million hectares in the country's east and south, killing 

at least 33 people and an estimated one billion animals while destroying more 

than 2,500 homes. The fires were exacerbated by prolonged drought and 

worsened by climate change in the country's hottest and driest year on record.  

 

 



 

 
 

Past actions  

The United Nations states that “destruction of the environment, not justified 

by military necessity and carried out wantonly, is clearly contrary to existing 

international law”, according to the U.N. General Assembly resolution 47/37.  

So-called eco-terrorism became the Justice Department’s No. 1 domestic terror 

concern — “over the likes of white supremacists, militias, and anti-abortion 

groups,” as one senator pointed out at the time. Operation Backfire, which sent 

Dibee running, was the climax of the crackdown. “There was money, there was 

administrative support, there was management support,” said Jane Quimby, a 

retired FBI agent who worked on Backfire. The results were “an affirmation 

that given the resources that you need, and the support that you need, you 

can really make these things work.” In 2009, when a Department of Homeland 

Security intelligence report raised alarms about the rising threat of right-wing 

extremist violence, it provoked a very different response. After an outcry from 

conservative groups, DHS backtracked on the report and later disbanded the 

domestic terrorism unit that produced it. Daryl Johnson, a former domestic 

terrorism analyst at DHS, says there’s a reason law enforcement took a less 

aggressive approach to right-wing white supremacists and anti-government 

attackers. In the case of the eco-extremists, the government had a powerful 

ally: industry. “You don’t have a bunch of companies coming forward saying I 

wish you’d do something about these right-wing extremists,” said Johnson, 

who left his position in 2010, after his warnings about right-wing violence were 

dismissed. “If enough people lobbied  

congress people about white nationalists and how it’s affecting their business 

activity, then I’m sure you’ll get legislation.” Now, in the wake of the 2017 

“Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, and the murder of counter 

protester Heather Heyer by white supremacist James Alex Fields, past and 

current justice Department officials have argued that a new domestic terrorism 

statute is necessary to better respond to far-right violence. But law 

enforcement and federal prosecutors already have powerful counterterrorism 

authorities at their disposal, and their history of using them to go after radical 

activists who committed property crimes suggests that any new crackdown is 

likely to sweep up far more than domestic extremists who pose a lethal threat. 

No new law was required to treat eco-saboteurs as terrorists in the wake of 

9/11. Of 70 federal prosecutions of radical environmentalists and animal rights 

activists identified by The Intercept, 52 did not result in charges under anti-

terrorism laws. Yet the defendants were repeatedly called terrorists by the 

Justice Department in public statements and internal communications. The 

designation opened up additional resources and gave the government powerful 

leverage in the form of terrorism sentencing enhancements, which prosecutors 



 

 
 

sought in more than 20 cases. Meanwhile, in the remaining 18 cases, 

prosecutors applied an anti-terrorism law written with the help of industry that 

was designed exclusively to target animal rights activists. Six cases involved 

activists releasing mink and vandalizing fur facilities, and six involved 

individuals accused of encouraging radical acts like sabotage but not 

participating in any themselves. Four of the cases involved activists protesting 

outside researchers’ homes and were dismissed because the allegations were 

too vague. The story of how years of corporate lobbying ended with Dibee in 

cuffs contains lessons for those considering how to handle the surge in right-

wing violence, as well as for a new generation of environmental activists again 

facing accusations of eco-terrorism. 

 

Extra resources  

 

How a Movement That Never Killed Anyone Became the FBI’s No. 1 Domestic 
Terrorism Threat  

https://theintercept.com/2019/03/23/ecoterror
ism-fbi-animal-rights/  

Australian senator says 'eco-terrorists' caused fires 
https://www.rte.ie/news/2020/0212/1114741-
australian-senator-bushfires/  

Chile eco-nihilist 

terrorism  

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/chile-
econihilist-terrorism.html  
 


