
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

The information below intends to help you with the topic that will be debated at NC 

MUN Celaya during the Human Rights committee sessions. The information is meant 

to assist you in writing your position paper. 

 The NC MUN Celaya staff encourages you to make the most of it by researching the 

topic and your country, not just to win a prize but first to open your mind by 

exploring the world. 
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Undersecretary Welcome Message 

 

Dear delegates, 

We are very pleased to welcome you to the NCMUN Celaya 2020. This year’s 

Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC) staff are Ana Paula De Anda 

Cota (Undersecretary), Karen Itzel García Arciga (Moderator), and María Isabel 

Manríquez Valdez (Chair).  

 

We hope you will find this Background Guide useful as it serves to introduce 

you to the topics for this committee; however, it is not meant to replace further 

research. We highly encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in 

full detail, as well as use the Bibliography as part of your research to expand 

your knowledge on these topics and prepare to discuss solutions with fellow 

delegates.  We will be discussing many salient and contentious issues, which 

we hope will provide a setting to dive into the intricacies of creating a resolution 

that will try to please each and every member nation in the committee. This 

committee is an opportunity to place yourselves in the same position as those 

who are actually trying to fight for and who are experiencing these issues in 

their everyday lives. 

 

Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Introduction to the committee 

“When the fundamental principles of human rights are not protected, the 

center of our institution no longer holds. It’s they that promote development 

that is sustainable; peace that is secure; and lives of dignity.”- former UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad. Al Hussein Welcome to the Human 

Rights Committee for NCMUN 2020, we are honored and grateful to receive 

you in the edition of our model, without you, delegates, this wouldn’t be 

possible. 

Delegates, good evening, my name is Daniela Medina Vega and I’m current 

undersecretary of the human rights committee, it’s a pleasure to have you on 

my time. As the quote says it’s is our responsibility to ensure a better future 

for generations to come. It’s is your job to protect and ensure that all your 

citizens have basic human Rights. 

During the debate we expect you to protect the Human Rights of all your people 

reach a resolution that benefits and gives justice. 

Any question you have feel free to ask. 

Be wise, behave, have fun. 

Good luck. 

 

Who are we? 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights ( UN Human Rights ) 

is the leading UN entity on human rights. The General Assembly entrusted both 

the High Commissioner and her Office with a unique mandate to promote and 

protect all human rights for all people. The United Nations human rights 

programme aims to ensure that the protection and enjoyment of human rights 

is a reality in the lives of all people. UN Human Rights also plays a crucial role 

in safeguarding the integrity of the three interconnected pillars of the United 

Nations – peace and security, human rights and development. UN Human 

Rights provides assistance in the form of technical expertise and capacity - 

development in order to support the implementation of international human 

rights standards on the ground. It assists governments, which bear the primary 

responsibility for the protection of human rights, to fulfil their obligations and 

supports individuals to claim their rights. Moreover, it speaks out objectively 

on human rights violations. 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Topic A: Situation in Ecuador the humanitarian 

consequences at the violent manifestation against the 

government. 

 

Ecuador is going through the most intense wave of protests in the last 12 years. 

The mass protests in the streets have reached such a level of tension, so high 

that the President Lenín as moved ( although only temporarily, he is already 

back in town ), from the headquarters of the government in the capital Quito 

to the city of Guayaquil which is protected by a single access bridge, which is 

easy to control. Given the unstoppable wave of social mobilisation, Moreno has 

implemented a state of emergency for 60 days and declared Quito in state of 

siege during the general strike of the past two days. This is amid complaints 

that undercover agents are taking advantage of the chaos and violence to 

encourage looting and thus discredit the protests as violent, giving the 

government reason to react. Indigenous protesters have clashed again with 

riot police in Ecuador’s captial as thousands of people joined anti-government 

rallies and marches calling for the repeal of austerity measures which have 

sparked the worst political unrest in a decade. Hooded youths threw stones 

and burned tires as police fired tear gas around the empty parliament building 

which had been sealed off. Demonstrators also tried unsuccessfully to storm 

barricades around the presidential palace, which the president, Lenín Moreno, 

left on Monday, moving his government to the port city of Guayaquil. Other 

groups including labour unions and indigenous federations marched, for the 

most part peacefully, on the first day of a national strike which leaders say will 

not end until the government repeals a decree scrapping fuel subsidies which 

caused the price of petrol to spike by a third and the cost of diesel to more 

than double. 

 

History of the topic. 

Indigenous protests have played a central role in toppling a string of Ecuador’s 

presidents, including Abdalá Bucaram in 1997, Jamil Mahuad in 2000 and Lucio 

Gutiérrez in 2005. Jaime Vargas, the leader of the Ecuador’s indigenous 

confederation Conaie, said there would be no dialogue until the government 

rolled back its order ending the subsidies. “If it is repealed the people will then 



 

 
 

decide if we will talk or not, but we are angry because we have several injured, 

several detained and several dead, and this will not stand.” Since the end of 

2014, Ecuador has lived complex years in the economic, political and other 

social dimensions. Although the situation is not as vertiginous as in other Latin 

American corners, the Andean country accumulates serious problems that 

could be faced, and in some cases even overcome, during the correct decade 

(including structural problems). However, after progressive speeches, 

bonanzas gone and galloping corruption, Ecuador remains "an uncertain 

country that has not changed." Faced with the heritage of "no-change", the 

Moreno’s government started with a strong political fragility: initially, it was 

obscured by a possible electoral fraud denounced by the opposition Guillermo 

Lasso; then the dispute between correísmo and "morenismo" entangled the 

government. 

Moreno's need to legitimize himself after the elections, in addition to gaining 

political space, made him put economic problems in the background. Thus, the 

political survival of the government was what prevailed in its first year of 

management. As a result, economic policy has remained aimless, initially with 

two obtuse progressive-neoliberal mixtures (each with their respective 

nuances). In his second year of government, the picture was cleared and 

classic neoliberalism reappears, although this return was already being sown 

in the last years of Rafael Correa. Between 2007-2014 Ecuadorian GDP grew 

at an average annual rate of 4% (2.5% in per capita terms). So, there was 

significant growth in production, although lower than in other times of 

expansion, such as the 70s; and in income, which even led to building the 

image of Ecuador as that of an "economic miracle". 

 

Current Situation. 

On October 1,2019 the government in Quito announced the abolition of fuel 

subsidies, which led to an extreme rise in the prices of gasoline and diesel. 

Carriers paralyzed routes across the country. In several cities in the country, 

the police and protesters have starred in violent clashes. In the capital, the 

protest surrounded the headquarters of the Government and blocked the 

streets. Given this situation, Moreno decreed the state of exception, which is 

in force in principle for 60 days. At least 470 people have been arrested so far 

by security forces. 

The country is caught in a deep economic crisis and the state budget is in the 

red. The issue of fuel subsidies is central to the consolidation of budgets. An 

internal political bomb that Moreno's predecessors in charge of the Executive 

had not dared to operate. Ecuador had so far the third-lowest gasoline price in 



 

 
 

Latin America (see chart). But after the elimination of subsidies worth about 

1.3 billion dollars, oil and diesel prices have almost doubled. A gallon (3.8 litres) 

of diesel used to cost 1.30 US dollars, now worth 2.30. For its part, gasoline 

rose from 1.85 to 2.40 US dollars. The popularity of President Moreno has 

plummeted from 70% that he enjoyed when he was elected in 2017 to only 

30%. It is no coincidence, says Zapata: "Moreno's austerity is unpopular. It 

punishes the poorest sectors of the population and privileges well-off 

minorities, especially private banks and entrepreneurs." According to data from 

the National Institute of Statistics (INEC), 25% of Ecuadorians live in poverty. 

It remains to be seen if President Moreno will take seriously the "keeping his 

eyes" on his country, or even if he will take it to the extreme of literalness. 

With Chinese support, Ecuador has installed a surveillance system throughout 

its territory with more than 4,500 video cameras The images are shown live in 

16 control centres where some 3,000 people are employed, a perfect security 

device to react to the protests. 

 

Cases 

The president of Ecuador has decreed curfew and militarization in Quito. 

The president of Ecuador, Lenin Moreno, had decreed curfew and militarization 

in the metropolitan district of quito to help security forces to end the 

manifestations of saturday, october 26, 2019. Because of the cut offs of fuels. 

 

Past Actions 

Ecuador: UN experts concerned by security response to protests UN human 

rights experts* expressed dismay at the violent response of Ecuadorian security 

forces to protests this September, 2019 against the Government's austerity 

measures. At least eight people were reported dead, 1,340 injured and 1,192 

detained, including minors, pregnant women, the elderly, people with 

disabilities and journalists, during protests following the enactment of a decree 

eliminating fuel subsidies and a decree instituting a state of emergency. “We 

remain concerned that the state of emergency was implemented in anticipation 

of the protests, and call into question whether the Government had reason to 

classify the situation as a public emergency which, in the words of the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ‘threatens the life of the 

nation’ the experts said. “Also, certain restrictions imposed during the state of 

emergency, such as the curfew, seemed to exacerbate tensions and violence, 

which calls into question their necessity”. The experts said they had also 

received information indicating that there were incidents of censorship and 



 

 
 

disruption of Internet services and social networks during the protests. "Access 

to information and communication services during protests is crucial for the 

enjoyment of several rights, particularly the freedom of expression and the 

opportunity for protesters to have their demands and grievances heard”, the 

experts said. They welcomed the agreement between the Government an 

indigenous organisations. Besides, commend the Government’s decision to 

host a mission by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR), which is looking into the allegations of human rights 

violations from 20 October to 8 November. They call on all parties to collaborate 

with the OHCHR mission and to engage in prompt, effective, transparent, 

independent, and impartial investigations into all human rights violations and 

abuses committed in the context of the protests. They also emphasised the 

importance of establishing a permanent channel of dialogue with those 

potentially affected by austerity measures, recalling the Government's 

obligation to implement the right of indigenous peoples to consultation and 

free, prior and informed consent. 

 

Follow up questions  

 

• Which countries are against the Protestants? 

• Which countries are in favor of the movement? 

• How is your country helping or not? 

• Your county is passing or passed through a similar situation? 

 

 

Extra resources  

 

• OHCHR | Home. (2020). Retrieved from https://www.ohchr.org 

 

• Barrios.S (2020). Retrieved from: https://nuso.org 

 

• Change (2020). Retrieved from: https://www.change.org/ 

 

• GlobalEdge (1994). Retrieved from: https://globaledge.msu.edu 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/
https://nuso.org/
https://www.change.org/
https://globaledge.msu.edu/


 

 
 

• Hwr. (2020). Retrieved from: https://www.hrw.org 

 

• Nytimes. (2020). Retrieved from: https://www.nytimes.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic B: Equitable access to safe drinking water in 

Latin America 
 

Introduction 

Latin America counts with approximately 31% of the drinking water resources 

in the world, however it can be affected by the climate change. Latin America 

have the highest amount of drinking water, but it vary between countries, rural, 

and urban areas. Approximately 37 million people don’t have access to drinking 

water. The World Health Organization has stated on several occasions that 

85% of the causes of diseases and deaths in the world are associated with 

contaminated water and lack of access to it. Annually, dysentery, diarrhea and 

other water diseases claim the lives of 3 million people, Latin America does not 

escape this reality: 150,000 deaths from water diseases are reported annually, 

85% of which occur in children under 5 years of age. 

 

History 

The region has experienced an increase in drinking water coverage from 33% 

in 1960 to 85% in 2000, 77 million people still do not have access to water. 

Sanitation coverage has even lower levels. Although the region has undergone 

considerable improvements, only 49% of the population has health services. 

This means that the population without access to sanitation is greater than 100 

million inhabitants. The World Health Organization has said on several 

occasions that 85% of the causes of diseases and deaths in the world are 

associated with contaminated water and lack of fluid. Annually, dysentery, 

diarrhea and because of other water diseases 3 million people die. In 1990, the 

https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/


 

 
 

Superintendency of Sanitary Services was created to periodically set rates and 

to define and enforce services standards for concession companies (UNRISD, 

2004). However, as stated in the 2007 IDB report on the withdrawal of water 

private operators from Latin America, public-private partnerships did not 

appear as the panacea to improve the overall efficiency of water policy and 

reduce poverty and inequality. LAC countries have carried out several water 

legislation changes without setting the proper frameworks and the necessary 

tools to implement these reforms and monitor their outcomes. The focus was 

primarily on standard elements such as decentralization, the establishment of 

regulating entities and setting-up water resources authorities but avoided 

strengthening capacity at all levels and developing mechanisms for integrated 

planning. As a consequence and despite these efforts, water resources and 

services management still need further improvement to meet MDGs (SWITCH 

Project, 2009). It is estimated that the lack of quality infrastructure in Latin 

America generates a loss of 40% of drinking water before reaching the 

consumer. As a consequence, more water is extracted from the local basins to 

cover the deficit, generating a vicious circle totally inefficient. 

 

Current situation 

It is estimated that the lack of quality infrastructure in Latin America generates 

a loss of 40% of drinking water. As a result, more water is extracted from the 

local basins to cover the deficit. Approximately 37 million people lack access to 

drinking water, and almost 110 million do not have access to sanitation. The 

countries with the least access to drinking water in Latin America are: Haiti, 

Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. Due to the increase 

in population, the demand for water is increasing, Latin America is very 

important since it has de 31% of all the water in the plants but large amounts 

of drinking water is wasted due to its misuse causing the crisis to increase. 

Since not all people have access to drinking water, their only option is to drink 

low-quality water or any source of water they find, this causes people to suffer 

from waterborne diseases and can even cause death. 

 

Cases 

Many Latin American countries have undergone major water reforms over the 

past three decades to increase water management efficiency, but water 

governance has not been extensively tackled. In the early 1980s, a law was 

enacted in Chile to allow water rights to be separated from land ownership and 

freely traded. Water rights became highly mobile and changed hands swiftly 

with local markets that emerged along water courses. Water companies 



 

 
 

became some of the biggest buyers of water rights which they needed in 

increasing amounts to meet the growing demand in their service areas. Lessons 

learnt from 20 years of PPP experience in Latin America (Philippe Marin, 2009) 

revealed the fundamental importance of institutional and regulatory 

frameworks for efficient, equitable and sustainable water management, with 

special attention to public governance. 

 

Past actions  

About 2.8 million people in Venezuela are going to be supported by UNICEF 

and the government of Venezuela with the access to drinking water. Brazil is 

making a strong investment in water treatment plants. As part of the second 

phase of the Brazilian National Growth Acceleration Program, infrastructure 

construction and modernization is being financed, which includes solutions for 

the water and wastewater sector at a dizzying pace and on a huge scale. The 

first research on the topic dates back to ten years ago ( CEPAL 2002, Rogers 

2002 ) and pointed out the lack of governance strategy the LAC water sector 

and the resulting management and policy crisis. A quick literature review on 

water governance in LAC region further reveals the reasons why most LAC 

countries lag behind in terms of sustainable water management. Oaxaca 

governor implements the law for water protection. The P&G company helped 

hundreds of Venezuelan children with its “clean water for children” program, 

which began more than a decade ago and has managed to convert 
contaminated water into clean water. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Follow up questions  

 

• Which countries are involved in? 

• Which countries are the most affected? 

• How can my delegation contribute to solve this problem? 

• Why equitable access to water is a problem in Latin America? 

 

Extra resources  
 

• WorldWaterForum. (2018). “Latin America plenty water waste and poor 

sanitation”. Retrieved from: http://8.worldwaterforum.org/en/news/latin-

america-plenty-water-waste-and-poor-sanitation. 

 

• CONAGUA. (2020). “Water Problems in Latin America”. Retrieved from: 

https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/fileadmin/wwc/News/WWC_News/water

_problems_22.03.04.pdf 

 

• Water and Sanitation - United Nations Sustainable Development. Retrieved 

from 

• https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-and-sanitation/ 

 

• First Take: The Struggle for Clean Drinking Water in Latin America. Retrieved 

from 

• https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/book/struggle-clean-drinking-water-latin-

america 

 

• Campbell, K. (2018). Inside Latin America’s clean water crisis. Retrieved from 

• https://worldhelp.net/inside-latin-americas-clean-water-crisis/ 

 

http://8.worldwaterforum.org/en/news/latin-america-plenty-water-waste-and-poor-sanitation
http://8.worldwaterforum.org/en/news/latin-america-plenty-water-waste-and-poor-sanitation
https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/fileadmin/wwc/News/WWC_News/water_problems_22.03.04.pdf
https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/fileadmin/wwc/News/WWC_News/water_problems_22.03.04.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-and-sanitation/
https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/book/struggle-clean-drinking-water-latin-america
https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/book/struggle-clean-drinking-water-latin-america
https://worldhelp.net/inside-latin-americas-clean-water-crisis/

