
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

The information below intends to help you with the topic that will be debated at NC 

MUN Celaya during the UNICEF A committee sessions. The information is meant to 

assist you in writing your position paper. 

 The NC MUN Celaya staff encourages you to make the most of it by researching the 

topic and your country, not just to win a prize but first to open your mind by 

exploring the world. 
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Undersecretary Welcome Message 

 

Dear Delegates,   

  

Let me be the first to welcome you to the 2020 New Continent Model United 

Nations in Celaya, Guanajuato. My name is Ximena Rico, and I serve as the             

Under-Secretary of the UNICEF Committees. I hope you are as excited as I am              

about the opportunity to be in this Model United Nations that the School of 

New Continent is giving. Model UN provides a place for students to develop 

practical skills, and to become avid researchers, persuasive writers, and 

confident public speakers. These skills will carry you far.  

 

My advice to you: come well prepared, have an open mind, push yourself to 

work with people who have drastically different perspectives, and make sure 

that you are always taking risks and get as much out of the experience as you 

possibly can. The conference will only be as great as its delegates are, and I 

have no doubt that all of you will help make NCMUN 2020 productive and 

enjoyable for all.  

  

Best Regards, Ximena Rico Under-Secretary NC MUN CELAYA 2020 

 

Introduction to the Committee 

 

The U.N. Children's Fund says children with disabilities are among the most            

marginalized people in the world. In its annual State of the World's Children 

report, UNICEF says ending discrimination against children with disabilities and 

nurturing their abilities will benefit both the children and society as a whole. 

According to one widely-used estimate, some 93 million children, or one in 20 

aged 14 years or younger, live with a moderate or severe disability of some 

kind. While children with disabilities are worse off in poor countries, UNICEF 

says they suffer discrimination, stigmatization and marginalization in poor and 

rich countries alike. Disabled people tend to be invisible in society. She says 

many disabled children are not registered at birth, which cuts them off from 

social services and legal protections crucial to their survival and prospects. The 

UNICEF report says children with disabilities are the most vulnerable to 

violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect, particularly if they are hidden or put 



 

 
 

in institutions. The report notes 17 studies from high-income countries             

found children with disabilities are three to four times more likely to be victims 

of violence. The report urges governments to ratify and implement the 

Convention on             

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. It calls on governments to support families so they can meet the higher 

costs of caring for children with disabilities. It calls for measures to fight 

discrimination. 

 

Topic A: Protecting Children and adolescents from 

drugs cartel in Latin America 
 

Protecting Children and adolescents from drugs cartel in Latin America. Crime is 

not static, it undergoes changes as time goes by, crimes evolve; Currently,              

the most serious crimes of great social impact are carried out within groups called              

“cartels” that are mainly dedicated to drug trafficking, these cartels that have            

proliferated in an impressive way, particularly in Latin America, because they are in             

the countries Latin Americans such as Colombia, Brazil, Peru and Mexico, among            

others, the sowing and drug trade proliferates. This selection of children and            

adolescents is very common since children and adolescents find it more difficult to             

prosecute or judge them by courts, and when it is done, they are special courts for                

adolescents that impose very small measures on them, some are released almost            

immediately to go back to commit crime. Drug trafficking directly affects children 

and adolescents due to drug use alone, but the number of collateral damages to 

these people in the population is higher every time.  

 

History of the Topic 

Drug consumption in Latin America has increased in recent years in countries 

along the major smuggling routes. As of 2008, the primary pathway for drugs into 

the United States is through Central America, though crackdowns on drug 

trafficking by the Mexican government has forced many cartels to operate routes 

through Guatemala and Honduras instead. This is a shift from the 1980s and early 

90s, when the main smuggling route was via the Caribbean into Florida. The 

United States is the primary destination, but around 25 to 30% of global cocaine 

production travels from Latin America to Europe, typically via West Africa. The 

development of the Latin American drugs industry can be broken into four             

periods. From the late nineteenth century to 1945, Mexico controlled the illegal 



 

 
 

trade in opium and marijuana, and Peru dominated the mostly legal trade in 

cocaine products. A second period, from the end of World War II to the 1960s, 

saw the professionalization and greater organization of trafficking as networks of 

traffickers emerged. The third era, from the 1960s to 1984, witnessed the rise of 

Colombia as the predominant producer and trafficker after Bolivia, Chile, and Cuba 

fell by the wayside and the Mexican government attempted to curb marijuana and 

opium production. This period also witnessed a sharp spike in the violence 

associated with the drug trade. Finally, Mexico has returned to a leading role since 

1984 (as a result of connections made with Colombian traffickers in Panama), and 

drug-trade violence continues to escalate.  

The production, trafficking, and distribution of drugs to consumers have moved           

geographically many times across Latin America.  

  

Current situation  

Globally 78% of violent deaths in the world are men, in Latin America this figure 

is increased to 85%, and they are mostly related to organized crime and drug             

trafficking, the majority of these deaths are from teenagers and children. The 

cartels usually recruit children and adolescents from regions that are 

characterized by their poverty, offer them opportunities to achieve a better 

standard of living because their countries or states have not attempted to meet 

their basic needs. The illegal drug trade in Latin America concerns primarily the 

production and sale of cocaine and cannabis; that according to a report, Peru, 

Bolivia, Ecuador, and Colombia have been the nations that most cultivate and 

include the export of these banned substances to the United States, Europe, and 

Asia.  Many drugs pose very real personal health or societal dangers. But, bluntly            

speaking, they are also commodities traded and consumed by societies for a 

variety of reasons, including casual and social uses, health purposes, and religious 

rites and rituals. It is the ways in which certain societies and polities view 

particular mind-altering substances that make one or many narcotics and 

stimulants acceptable or not.  

  

Past Actions in June 2011, the non-governmental organization Global Commission 

on Drug Policy published a report detailing the failure of global and national illicit-

drugs policies and urging a fundamental change in approach to the global drugs 

trade. In Colombia, there has been an increase in the cultivation and the exports 

of narcotics. For this reason, the Secretary of State of the United States, Rex 

Tillerson, on his last visit to the country, spoke of mutual support to destroy 

criminal organizations, adding that drug trafficking is a challenge for both nations.  



 

 
 

  

Traffickers are constantly adapting to the state of the market. Of the five             

principal illicit drugs trafficked into the United States, only cocaine is on the             

decline. The trafficking and availability of heroin, methamphetamines, marijuana, 

and ecstasy are all increasing, and Latin American DTOs are involved in four of 

the five commodities. The many legal prohibitions and international efforts to 

eradicate illicit drugs, especially since the "war on drugs" began, have done little 

to end narco-trafficking. Instead, they have tended only to influence the location 

of production and methods of distribution. Demand for these drugs and their 

attendant profitability continue to drive the cycles of manufacture and circulation 

of these products. 

  

Block Positions in Colombia, where drug trafficking is disputed by the cartel from 

Medellín and the Santiago de Cali Cartel, which also recruit children and 

adolescents to integrate their criminal groups. Colombian DTOs are increasingly 

identifying new markets for cocaine. Europe is an attractive destination because 

profitability is similar to the U.S. market, yet the penalties for trafficking at the 

wholesale and retail levels are significantly less onerous than in the U.S. legal 

system.   

  

The Andean countries of Colombia, Peru and Bolivia are the world's main cocaine           

producers, while Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean have become the           

principal corridors for transporting drugs into the United States and Europe. 

Mexico is estimated to be the world's third largest producer of opium with poppy         

cultivation. It also is a major supplier of heroin and the largest foreign supplier of         

marijuana, cocaine and methamphetamine to the U.S. market. These drugs are         

supplied by Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTOs). Ecstasy is the domain of Asian 

DTOs that use Canada as a gateway into the United States.  

  

Colombian DTOs are increasingly identifying new markets for cocaine. Europe is 

an attractive destination because profitability is similar to the U.S. market, yet the 

penalties for trafficking at the wholesale and retail levels are significantly less 

onerous than in the U.S. legal system.   

 

 

 



 

 
 

Follow up questions  

 

● Is the Drug Cartel currently using children and adolescents in your country?  

● What measurements has your country taken to prevent the use of children            

and adolescents in Drugs Cartel’s?  

● Are there any legislations in your country prohibiting the use of children and             

adolescents in this situation?   

● Is your country part of any program, organization or convention fighting           

against using children and adolescents in Drugs Cartel’s?  

  

Extra resources 

• Sources Drug cartels threaten Latin American democracy. (2012, march 2). 

Collected          from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-

17228660 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY 

IMPLICATIONS. (2018, July 4). 

• Covered from    

https://www.unodc.org/wdr2018/prelaunch/WDR18_Booklet_1_EXSUM.pdf 

UNICEF. (2020, January 14).  

• Collected from       

https://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_introduction.html The Shifting 

Terrain of Latin American Drug Trafficking. (2011, September 17).           

Collected from https://origins.osu.edu/article/shifting-terrain-latin-american-

drug-trafficking/pa gee/0/1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Topic B: Child Refugees in Myanmar 
 

Immigration is the movement of people entering or leaving from one country to 

another for various reasons, whether to seek life opportunities, and in the worst 

case to survive. The latter is the case of Myanmar. Myanmar is located in the western 

state of rakhine, a state that is known for being buddhist, rohingya people are a 

minority in this state because they belong to the muslim religion and the state does 

not recognize them as citizens. The religious differences generated a problem that 

was aggravated by the intervention of the military forces, which exercised violent 

acts against the Rohingya people. The violation of the elementary human rights of 

the Rohingya people by the militia forced them to flee leaving their country, their 

homes, and their belongings, seeking refuge in neighboring countries.Since august 

2017 almost 700,000 Rohingya children and families have fled to Bangladesh 

because of the alarming increase of violence, 60% of them were children. Now day 

over 370,000 of Myanmar children are living in overcrowded refugee camps, and 

only 40% of them survive, actually refugees have gained access to some basic 

services, but they are still living in dangerous conditions, specially during 

Bangladesh’s cyclone seasons. UNICEF is helping by providing water, sanitation 

including diarrheal treatments centres for children and pregnant women. 

 

History of the topic  

 

Since August 2017, 700,000 Rohingya children and families have fled to Bangladesh 

following an alarming escalation of violence in northern Rakhine State, Myanmar. 

Now over 370,000 of Myanmar’s children are living in overcrowded refugee camps. 

Relying on food rations to survive, 40% of Rohingya child refugees suffer from 

stunting due to malnutrition. With little protection and at heightened risk of disease, 

abuse and exploitation, these children need your help to survive. Save the Children 

continues to work in central Rakhine State, providing critical education, child 

protection and nutrition programs to families and children in Myanmar. 

 

Some 60,000 Rohingya children have fled horrific violence in Myanmar, seeing things 

that no child should ever see. The situation in refugee camps is desperate due to 

overcrowding, food rationing and rampant disease. And the horrors and systematic 

rights violations continue for the 600,000 Rohingya still estimated to be living in 

Myanmar. Rohingya children cannot become a lost generation. The international 

community must find a long-lasting solution to the crisis that allows for safe, 



 

 
 

dignified, informed and voluntary repatriation of Rohingya refugees. All perpetrators 

of violence must be held accountable in line with national and international laws. 

While these children wait for justice, the situation is becoming even more urgent. 

Humanitarian funding for the Rohingya crisis is drastically underfunded. 

 

Current situation 

The government denied extensive evidence of all the atrocities, refuses to allow 

independent investigators access to rakhine state, and punished local journalist for 

reporting on military abuses. In August, a United Nations-mandated fact-finding 

mission found that the military abuses committed in Kachin, Rakhine, and Shan 

States since 2011 “undoubtedly amount to the gravest crimes under international 

law,” and called for senior military officials, including Commander-in-Chief Sr. Gen. 

Min Aung Hlaing, to face investigation and prosecution for genocide, crimes against 

humanity, and war crimes. Over 30,000 civilians were newly displaced by fighting in 

Kachin and Shan States in 2018, and left increasingly vulnerable by government 

restrictions on humanitarian access.From January to March 2018, at least 34 villages 

in Myanmar were completely or partially destroyed, bringing the total number of 

predominantly Rohingya villages destroyed between August 2017 and March 2018 

to 392, most by fire. The government also seized and bulldozed dozens of Rohingya 

villages, destroying evidence of crimes. Authorities began construction over the 

demolished villages, including new security force bases.The condition in the rakhine 

state ramains critical, its stamaited that 500,000-6000,000 people are still in rakhine 

state; More than 251,000 people persist in detention camps, where they are prived 

of their liberty. 

 

Past Actions 

In the opening days, weeks and months of the crisis, UNHCR airlifted more than 

1,500 metric tons of emergency life-saving aid to Bangladesh – including blankets, 

plastic sheets, sleeping mats, family tents, plastic rolls, kitchen sets, jerry cans and 

buckets. 

UNHCR is working to mainstream refugee protection in all refugee settlements. With 

its partners, it is developing a referral system and safe spaces for survivors of 

gender-based violence.  

UNHCR has also equipped more than 80,000 refugee families with upgraded shelter 

kits, which include bamboo poles, ropes, shelter-grade tarpaulins, sandbags, and 

tools. The Bangladesh government, supported by UNHCR and its partners, have 



 

 
 

added 32 kilometres of brick roads and footpaths, 91 kilometres of drainage pipes, 

and has constructed 45 kilometres of steps across the settlement.  

 

Block Positions  

In 2015, just two countries – Syria and Afghanistan – accounted for nearly half of 

all child refugees under UNHCR’s mandate; about threequarters of all child refugees 

under UNHCR’s mandate came from only 10 countries. 

The 10 countries hosting the largest numbers of refugees are all in Asia and Africa, 

with Turkey hosting by-far the largest total number of refugees under UNHCR’s 

mandate. Although complete age-disaggregated data are not available for refugees 

in Turkey, its substantial share of total refugees makes Turkey likely the host of the 

largest number of child refugees in the world. 

31 million children live outside their country of birth, including 11 million child 

refugees and asylum-seekers. An additional 17 million children have been displaced 

by conflict and violence within their own countries. 

Half of all the world’s child migrants live in just 15 countries, led by the United States 

of America, which is home to 3.7 million child migrants. 

While the word refugee is generally spoken in the context of Syria or the Middle 

East, you would be surprised to know that the world’s largest refugee settlement is 

now in Uganda. Before this year, Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya was the largest, 

home to over 245,000 people. 

In the last year, unimaginable violence in South Sudan has caused close to one 

million people to flee the country, more than 800,000 into Uganda, with most settling 

in Bidibidi refugee settlement. 

Four million refugee children around the world are currently out of schoolii, leaving 

them increasingly vulnerable to discrimination and potential abuse, as well as 

exploitation by traffickers, or the pressure of entering into early marriage. 

More than half of these out-of-school refugee children are found in just seven 

countries: Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lebanon, 

Pakistan and Turkey. 

 

 



 

 
 

Follow up questions  

 

• What forces are fueling Myanmar’s crisis? 

• How is child refugee perceived in your country? 

• What precautions and regulations has your country taken about child refugee 

in the past? 

• What role has your country already taken about child refugee? 

 

  

Extra resources  

 

• Edwards, A. (2018), Forced displacement at record 68.5, Geneva, UNHCR. 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2018/6/5b222c494/forced-

displacement-record-685-million.html 

 

• UNESCO Institute for Statistics. “One in Five Children, Adolescents and Youth 

is Out of School.” UIS Fact Sheet No.48. (Montreal: 2018) and UNICEF. 

Progress for Children – Learning from the MDGs. 

 

• UNICEF. Progress for Every Child in the SDG Era. (New York: 2018) and 

UNICEF. Progress for Children: Beyond Averages – Learning from the MDGs. 

(New York: 2015). 

 

• UNICEF (accessed 24 March 2018) and UNICEF. Progress for Children – 

Learning from the MDGs. 

 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2018/6/5b222c494/forced-displacement-record-685-million.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2018/6/5b222c494/forced-displacement-record-685-million.html

