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The information below intends to help you with the topic that will be debated at NC 

MUN Celaya during the UNICEF B committee sessions. The information is meant to 

assist you in writing your position paper. 

 The NC MUN Celaya staff encourages you to make the most of it by researching the 

topic and your country, not just to win a prize but first to open your mind by 

exploring the world. 
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Undersecretary Welcome Message 

 

Dear Delegates,  

 

Let me be the first to welcome you to the 2020 New Continent Model United 

Nations in Celaya, Guanajuato. My name is Ximena Rico, and I serve as the 

Under-Secretary of the UNICEF Committees. I hope you are as excited as I am 

about the opportunity to be in this Model United Nations that the School of 

New Continent is giving. Model UN provides a place for students to develop 

practical skills, and to become avid researchers, persuasive writers, and 

confident public speakers. These skills will carry you far. 

 

Come well prepared, have an open mind, push yourself to work with people 

who have drastically different perspectives, and make sure that you are always 

taking risks and get as much out of the experience as you possibly can!   

 

The conference will only be as great as its delegates are, and I have no doubt 

that all of you will help make NCCMUN 2020 productive and enjoyable for all. 

 

Best Regards,  

Ximena Rico  

UNICEF Under-Secretary, NCCMUN 2020 

 

Introduction to the committee 

 

UNICEF is a United Nations Children´s Fund, and is devoted to aiding national 

efforts to improve the health, nutrition, education and general welfare of 

children, and also to provide relief to children in countries devastated.  

 

UNICEF supports immunizations programs for the childhood diseases and 

programs to prevent the spread of HIV and provides funding for health 

services, educational facilities and other welfare services. Children with 

disabilities are more likely to miss out on school than other children. Even if 



NCMUN CELAYA 2020 

 
 

they go to school, they are more likely to leave before finishing their primary 

education. For children who are already marginalized, such as girls and children 

living in rural areas, a disability creates an additional barrier to accessing 

education. 

Between 93 million and 150 million children live with a disability worldwide. 

The World Health Organization and the World Bank estimate that in some 

countries "being disabled more than doubles the chance of never enrolling in 

school". An estimated one in three out-of-school children have a disability. 

 

Topic A: Ending discrimination against children with 

disabilities 

 

 

Children with disabilities are one of the most marginalized and excluded groups 

of children, experiencing widespread violations of their rights. The children with 

disabilities encounter different forms of exclusion and affected by them to 

varying degrees depending of each disabilities of the children they have, where 

they live and the culture or the class which they belong.  

They are often regarded as inferior, and exposes the to increase vulnerability, 

exclusion often stems from invisibility. Discriminatory legislation often fails to 

recognize or specifically precludes some children with disabilities from access 

to education. For example, some countries still have legislation declaring 

certain categories of children to be ‘uneducable’; others place responsibility for 

the education of children with disabilities with ministries other than education, 

thus serving to segregate and marginalize them. Children with disabilities are 

often not allowed to start school because their parents have low expectations. 

If they do start school, they often drop out because of stigma, prejudice and 

bullying on the part of teachers, parents and other children, rather than 

because they cannot do well academically. 

 

History of the Topic  

This started because society sees them differently, as if they were not normal 

people, they are useless and things like that, but people do not know that these 

children suffer too much because they do less, are invisible in our society and 

what they want to achieve or to achieve may not come true for our society. 

The fact that deviance and deviant behavior, and to some degree, minority 
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group membership are generally associated with some elements of choice, 

freedom of action and morality, the same cannot be said of the disabled. They 

are as they are through no fault of their own and given the option most would 

welcome the opportunity to return to normality - certainly in terms of mental 

or physical limitations at least, the same cannot be said of many forms of 

deviance. Further, this tendency to position disability with other minority 

groups has allowed the several unique features of this most fundamental - 

albeit unrecognized - of social phenomenon. The history of people of African 

descent in America - which is to say the history of America - is a pendulum of 

progress and setbacks, of resilience and retaliation, of protest and backlash. 

There have been allies and there have been opponents. There have been 

demagogues, who would divide Americans on the basis of color and class, and 

visionaries who would seek to lead us to common ground. 

 

The Current Situation  

Over one billion people or 15% of the world’s population live with some form 

of disability, and of these, between 110 and 190 million have significant 

difficulties in functioning, according to the World Report on Disability. • The 

estimated number of children with disabilities between 0 and 18 years ranges 

between 93 million and 150 million, depending on the source.8 • Citing the 

Global Burden of Disease study of 2004, the World Report further estimates 

that amongst those aged 0–14 years, roughly 5.1% of all children (93 million) 

live with a ‘moderate or severe’ disability and 0.7%, or 13 million children, live 

with severe difficulties.  

The first few years of life provide a special opportunity to foster developmental 

gains and implement prevention and interventions programs that enable them 

to fully develop their potential. Early identification and assessment of a child’s 

disability helps identify causes and provide a diagnosis, such as cognitive delay, 

cerebral palsy or deafness, that allow parents, healthcare providers, teachers 

and others to better understand and plan for the needs of children. Out of 100 

million children with disabilities under 5 years of age worldwide, 80% live in 

developing countries, where the provision of pre-primary education and other 

basic services tends to be insufficient. Early intervention programs that target 

children with disabilities and their families are few, often underfunded, 

generally found in urban rather than rural. 

Only 10% of all children with disabilities are in school and of this number only 

half who begin, actually complete their primary education, with many leaving 

after only a few months or years, because they are gaining little from the 

experience. This would mean that only 5% of all children with disabilities 
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worldwide have completed primary school. For example, in India, a 2007 World 

Bank study found that disability has a stronger correlation to non-enrolment 

than gender or socioeconomic status. In Malawi and Tanzania, having a 

disability doubles the probability of children not attending school; Millions of 

children with disabilities are left out of education sector plans due to poor data 

collection and a lack of knowledge on how to include them in education 

planning and implementation. Children with disabilities in rural areas and poor 

urban neighborhoods are particularly at risk of not receiving an education. 

Some groups of children with disabilities face a double jeopardy. Those from 

nomadic, ethnic and linguistic minorities are at increased risk of not receiving 

an education, even in comparison to children with disabilities in the broader 

community. 

 

Past Actions  

UNICEF and partners stepped up efforts to better support children and young 

people with disabilities. Since 2000, Bulgaria has dramatically reduced the 

number of children living in institutions. All large ones for children with 

disabilities have been closed. For more than 70 years, funded entirely by 

voluntary contributions, UNICEF has worked to save and improve the lives of 

children and young people around the world. The three largest public-sector 

contributors to UNICEF in 2017 were the United States, the United Kingdom 

and the European Commission.   

In previous years, many people used the “R” word” as a way to make fun of 

people or as a synonym for stupid or dumb. The “R” word was used as an 

insult. Today, many people have taken action to eliminate that word from the 

vocabulary of the American culture. People with special needs are humans too 

and deserve the respect that people that do not have special needs receive. 

 

Federal laws regulate special education services and make sure schools provide 

accommodations for children with disabilities. Almost all states now have anti-

bullying laws on the books, as well. Enacted in 2004, the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act ensures that all qualifying children with disabilities 

have access to a free and appropriate public education. The law outlines the 

special education benefit, including individualized special education services. 
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Block Positions  

Throughout Africa, less than 10% of children with a disability are in primary 

education. In some countries only 13% receive any form of education. 

In Bangladesh, 30% of people with disabilities have completed primary school, 

compared to 48% of those without disabilities. In Zambia it is 43% compared 

to 57% and in Paraguay 56% to 72%. 

According to one estimate, 75% of children with disabilities in Afghanistan are 

out of school. Many of them have been injured by land mines. 

In developing countries, people with disabilities tend to be poorer than other 

adults. Missing out on education not only affects the quality of life for 

individuals and their families, it also has a negative economic impact for 

countries. A study by the International Labor Organization found that countries 

lose between 3% and 7% of Gross Domestic Product by excluding people with 

disabilities from the job market. 

 

Follow up questions  

 

 What are the learning barriers for children with disabilities? 
 Which measures can be implemented to end the discrimination against 

children with disabilities? 
 What type of assistance may be given to children with disabilities? 
 What has your country do to improve the situation? 
 Are the current international human rights norms being sufficient for ending 

discrimination of children with disabilities? 
 
 

Extra resources  

 

United Nations (1989) Convention on the Rights of the Child, G.A. Res. 44/25, U.N. GAOR, 
44th Sess., and Supp. No. 49, U.N. Doc. A/44/49 (Nov. 20). http://www.unicef.org/crc/ 
 

Lansdown G (2009) See Me Hear Me: A guide to using the CPRD to promote the rights of 
children, Save the Children, London. 
 

World Health Organization (2011) World Report on Disability. Geneva: WHO/World Bank, p. 
36. http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/index.html 
 

http://www.unicef.org/crc/
http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/index.html
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Groce N, Ayora P and Kaplan L (2007) Immunization rates among disabled children in 
Ecuador: unanticipated findings. Journal of Pediatrics. Aug;151(2):218-20. 
http://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476%2807%2900438-6/abstract 
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Topic B: Protecting children from over exploitation in 

Southern Asia manufacturing enterprises 

 

In South Asia, over 50 per cent of women between the ages of 20-24 married 

have a child. Marrying as a child has a lifelong impact on a person’s social, 

educational, and health well-being, and risks the fulfillment of human rights 

and sustainable development. Twelve per cent of the children aged 5-14 in 

South Asia are involved in child labor, well over 41 million children. Children 

are used in some severe forms of child labor such as bonded labor and as child 

soldiers. They are also used in the brick kilns, carpet weaving, garment making, 

domestic service, fisheries, and mining. In the world’s poorest countries, 

slightly more than one in four children are engaged in work that is potentially 

harmful to their health.  

 

History of the topic  

In South Asia, child labor and exploitation are the combined product of many 

factors, such as poverty, social norms condoning them, lack of decent work 

opportunities for adults and adolescents, migration and emergencies. These 

factors are not only a cause but also a consequence of social inequities 

reinforced by discrimination. A UNICEF’s recent study points out that inequality, 

which stems from gender, age, socio-economic status, caste/ethnicity, 

influences the chance of children engaging in child labor, types of work they 

engage and severity of exploitation. For example, child domestic workers are 

mostly girls who are often hardly visible and face many hazards. Children from 

lower caste or marginalized ethnic groups could be more targeted for child 

recruitment to armed groups in conflict situations. Migrant children are also 

vulnerable to hidden and illicit labor and trafficking. Children are seen as 

obedient workers, making them easy to manage. “There is no supervision or 

social control mechanisms, no unions that can help them to bargain for better 

working conditions.” The repercussions to their health and education are 

permanent. They may also be separated from their families and vulnerable to 

physical and emotional abuse. 

 

Current situation  

A total of 152 million children – 64 million girls and 88 million boys – are 

estimated to be in child labor globally, accounting for almost one in ten of all 

children worldwide. UNICEF estimates 12 percent of the children aged 5-14 
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years in South Asia are involved in child labor, well over 41 million children. 

The dynamic picture of child labor indicates a decline of about one third since 

2000, however, progress is far too slow. Children are used in some severe 

forms of child labor such as bonded labor, child soldiers, and trafficking. South 

Asian child laborers can be found in a variety of industries: the brick kilns, 

carpet weaving, garment making, domestic service, agriculture, fisheries, and 

mining. There are 16.7 million (5-7 year old) children and one of these 10.3 

million are in the 5 - 11 year- old. Children are also at risk for various other 

forms of exploitation including sexual exploitation that involves internet such 

as child sexual abuse materials; online facilitation of offline child sexual 

exploitation; involving adults or other children exposing children to 

pornography.  

 

Past actions  

Ending child labor and exploitation requires working with partners. UNICEF 

works closely with Alliance 8.7 that was formed to support the achievement of 

the target to eradicate forced labor, end modern slavery and human trafficking 

and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labor, 

including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labor in 

all its forms. UNICEF works with governments in South Asia to support the 

implementation of Regional Action Plan for the Prevention and Elimination of 

all forms of child labor in South Asia 2016-2021. This action plan recognize the 

importance of all actors to be able to end this practice. International 

Programme on the Elimination of child labor (IPEC) The ILO ́S (international 

labor organization) technical cooperation programme focusing on child labor 

and addressing the issue in the fold of the Decent Work Agenda is the 

International Programme on the Elimination of child Labor (IPEC).  

 

Block positions  

● Since children are expected to take on adult responsibilities since a young 

age, child labor is common throughout South Asia.  

● Nearly 85% of child laborers work in “invisible” occupations- within the family 

or in household-based establishments.  

● Although children are involved in a variety of economic roles across the vast 

South Asian urban and rural informal economy, commonly in agriculture and 

sweatshops, the worst forms of child labor are still prevalent in the region, 

including domestic work, employment in hazardous industries, the sex trade 
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and bonded labor, where children are engaged to repay loans taken by their 

parents. 

 

Follow up questions  

 What resources does your country have to protect the children?  

 What solutions does your delegation propose?  

 What programs can be implemented to provide better conditions of life to 
children and how you can support that?  

 

  

Extra resources  

 

 CSEC Overview South Asia. (s.f.). Recuperado de https://www.ecpat.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/CSEC_Overview_SouthAsia.pdf  

 Child protection. (s.f.). Recuperado de https://www.unicef.org/rosa/what-we-
do/child-protection/child-labor-and-explotaitation  

 Child labor. (s.f.). Recuperado de https://www.ilo.org/newdelhi/areasofwork/child-
labor/WCMS_300805/lang--en/index.htm  

 


