
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

The information below intends to help you with the topic that will be debated at NC 

MUN Celaya during the General Assembly committee sessions. The information is 

meant to assist you in writing your position paper. 

 The NC MUN Celaya staff encourages you to make the most of it by researching the 

topic and your country, not just to win a prize but first to open your mind by 

exploring the world. 
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Undersecretary Welcome Message 

 

Dear Delegates: 

I’m Humberto Carreño Gudiño the undersecretary of General Assembly, in my 

point of view I think that the Model of the United Nations is the most realistic 

way for a student to relate and get involved with global problems and find a 

possible solution to them. 

“In today's world, commitments tend to fade, and lofty promises vanish bit by 

bit, as we defer and compromise, breeding new injustices that snowball into 

greater obstacles for future generations. The gap between the hopes reflected 

in the UN conventions, reports and structures, and the reality on the ground, 

where power prevails over humanity and violence begets violence, remains as 

wide as ever.” 

JOSÉ RAMOS-HORTA, April 23, 2017 

 

Introduction to The Committee 
 

General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative 

organ of the UM. Decisions on important questions, such as those on peace 

and security, admission of new members and budgetary matters, require a 

two-thirds majority. Decisions on other questions are by simply majority. 

Decisions on other question are by simple majority. Each country has one vote. 

Some Members States in arrear of payment may be granted the right to vote. 

The Committee was created in 1945, with the purpose of creating a safer and 

healthier world after the events of World War II; it is the arms of the UN 

dedicated to discussion and policy making. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Topic A: Implementing actions to protect Brazilian 

Wildlife 

 

Brazil is the country that has the greatest biodiversity of flora and fauna on the 

planet, it's not surprising that there is so much wildlife to be found , it houses 

between 15 percent and 20 percent of the world's biological diversity, with 120 

thousand species of invertebrates,427 mammals, 1,300 birds, 378 reptiles, 

more than 400 amphibians and around 3,000 freshwater fishes. An average of 

700 new animal species is discovered every year, according to the UN.  

When you think that 60% of the Amazon rainforest is located within Brazil’s 

borders and that the world’s largest freshwater wetlands, the Pantanal is found 

in Brazil, it’s not surprising that there is so much wildlife to be found here.  

There are three main reasons for the extinction of Brazilian wildlife. Hunting is 

responsible for about 25% of extinction. Destruction of habitats accounts for 

around 36% of the loss. The least known yet most lethal cause of extinction is 

the introduction of competing species, which is responsible for some 39% of 

the destruction.  

 

10 million animals are being taken from their natural habitats each year, a 

figure that can only be an estimate. Around 50,000 animals are rescued by the 

authorities each year representing just a small percentage of those believed to 

be taken by traffickers. Many animals are said to die in route to market, but 

again the numbers are subject to conflicting claims. No-one disputes the fact 

that they are often transported in horrific conditions. 

 

History of the Topic 

Between 1970 and 2016, Brazilian Amazon forest cover declined from some 

1,583,000 square miles to about 1,283,000 square miles. However, 

conservation slowed forest loss to roughly 0.1–0.2 percent per year between 

2008 and 2016. 

 



 

 
 

In 2014, WWF helped finalize a deal which created a $215 million “transition 

fund” to help Brazil cover the costs of maintaining these areas until it can 

assume the full cost on its own. The Amazon Regional Protected Areas (ARPA) 

Program addresses deforestation by expanding and consolidating areas under 

strict protection. With origins in Brazil’s commitment to reduce deforestation 

rates, ARPA is working to increase 

the total area under strict supervision to 10 percent of Brazil’s Amazon basin. 

This means adding around 25 million hectares to the 12 million already under 

protection. The Government’s commitment includes consolidating the 

management of existing protected areas, increasing public awareness of 

environmental concerns, and creating a constituency for strict protection 

through public consultations and training. 

 

Current situation 

 

10 million animals are being taken from their natural habitats each year, a 

figure that can only be an estimate. Around 50,000 animals are rescued by the 

authorities each year representing just a small percentage of those believed to 

be taken by traffickers. Many animals are said to die in route to market, but 

again the numbers are subject to conflicting claims. No-one disputes the fact 

that they are often transported in horrific conditions. 

 

The Amazon rainforest (home to one in 10 species on Earth) was recently on 

fire. As of last week, 9,000 wildfires were raging simultaneously across the vast 

rainforest of Brazil and spreading into Bolivia, Paraguay, and Peru. The blazes, 

largely set intentionally to clear land for cattle ranching, farming, and logging, 

have been exacerbated by the dry season. They’re now burning an 80 percent 

increase over this time last year, according to Brazil’s National Institute for 

Space Research (INPE). The fires can even be seen from space. 

The affectation of the most important habitat of the fauna worldwide, especially 

attends to eminently economic factors, which does not affect the exclusive 

economy in Latin America, but extends to Europe and Asia. Brazil is the largest 

exporter of meat and animal products to Europe, the USA, and China; The 

great export demand for meat and food for livestock consumption, constitutes 

the main reason for allocating most of the Amazon-Brazilian forest area to 

livestock and pasture development; so that 80% of deforestation in the 

Brazilian Amazon, meets this objective, which causes a severe spatial decline 

of the Amazon as the main habitat of wildlife. 



 

 
 

 

Past Actions  

 

Brazil has a generally advanced and comprehensive legislation on 

environmental protection and sustainability. Laws regarding forests, water, and 

wildlife have been in effect since the 1930s. Until the mid-1990s, environmental 

legislation addressed isolated environmental issues; however, the legal 

framework has been improved through new policy-making that targets 

environmental issues within the context of an integrated environmental policy. 

The Brazilian government strives toward the preservation and sustainable 

development of Brazilian biomes. Consequently, the Brazilian government 

developed strategies to impose specific policies for each biome and organize 

opportunities for social participation, institutional reform of the forestry sector, 

and expansion of the biodiversity concept. For example, the program Legal 

Earth, developed by the Ministries of Agrarian Development and Environment, 

has the responsibility to regulate the use of public lands occupied in the 

Amazon region. This program was successful in restricting the marketing of 

meat produced on illegally deforested areas and the proper identification of 

permitted areas for growing sugarcane for the production of ethanol. 

 

Brazil recognized that it was part of the solution to the problem of climate 

change. In 2010, Brazil took the necessary steps to advance its climate change 

commitments made at the COP-15 in Copenhagen. For example, the policy to 

combat deforestation in the Amazon in had produced positive results, as 

demonstrated by announcements of increasingly lower deforestation rates. 

 

 

Follow up questions 

 

 What strategies could be used to address this issue? 

 How your country based on their alliances, can help in this topic? 

 What should your government implement to avoid this? 

 How can treaties or laws already created could be implemented in this 

issue? 

 



 

 
 

Extra Sources 
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Topic B: Example 2 Economic Impact of Climate 

Change in South Eastern Asia 
 

As the climate changes it is inevitable that countries and their populations will 

adapt to higher temperatures and changed patterns of precipitation. The 

question is not whether adaptation will occur but how and at what cost. In 

many sectors, such as agriculture, individuals and businesses will adjust in a 

multitude of ways to changes in climate and the associated market signals. 

Such autonomous adaptation, as it is called, will affect methods of production 

and patterns of living as people learn to cope with different climate conditions. 

 

Analysis of the probable impacts of climate change highlights four primary 

areas of concern: 

● Water resources and flooding, since higher levels and greater variability of 

rainfall will increase the likelihood of both minor and major floods. 

●   Coastal zones, which will be exposed both to sea-level rise and the increased 

frequency and/or severity of tropical storms associated with higher sea 

temperatures. 

● Agriculture, which may become more prone to droughts in important areas, 

such as the northern plain of the PRC, while higher daytime temperatures will 

tend to reduce yields of major crops. 

● Heat waves, which tend to increase mortality and morbidity rates for 

various reasons unless housing and other infrastructure are adapted to provide 

better cooling and ventilation. 

The hunt for rising incomes is driving India’s rural residents from the village to 

the city. Climate-induced uncertainty in agriculture accelerates the process. 

The share of agriculture in overall employment dropped to 42% in 2016 from 

70% in 1981.That urbanization is increasing stress on water availability. A 

recent water crisis in the southern city of Chennai forced doctors to buy water 

for surgery. Desertification, land degradation and drought cost India about 

2.5% of gross domestic product in 2014-15, according to India’s environment 

ministry. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

History of the topic 

During 1990–2007, the region’s GDP grew 5.5% annually, compared to the 

world’s 2.9%. In per capita terms, annual GDP growth reached 3.6%, 

compared to the global average of 1.5%. In 2007, the region’s average income 

was estimated at $4,020.3 (at 2000 constant prices). High levels of investment 

in physical and human capital, pragmatic trade and industrial policies, a vibrant 

external sector and, structural reforms supported this favorable economic 

performance.  

In 2013, the World Bank issued a press release, warning that warmer weather 

could threaten livelihoods in Southeast Asia. The release predicted the 

degradation of coral reefs, which is likely to diminish tourism, reduce fish stocks 

and leave coastal communities more vulnerable to storms. 

 

Current situation 

A recent Stanford study estimated the economy is 31% smaller than it would 

have been in the absence of global warming in Southern Asia. 

Deficient rainfall in other areas also threatened oilseed crops. The need to 

offset the shortfall will add to India’s import costs – another challenge for a 

nation already running trade and current account deficits. 

Those changes can’t come soon enough. India racks up health-care costs and 

productivity losses from pollution of as much as 8.5% of GDP, according to the 

World Bank. Drawing on data from the University of Notre Dame, the Drivers 

and Disruptors Report ranks India as one of the most exposed countries in the 

world to climate change 

Averaged over the period 2010–2050 using a medium climate scenario, the 

cost of adaptation for the infrastructure sector (ignoring cyclone damage and 

flooding) is $22.9 billion per year, for coastal protection it is $4.2 billion per 

year, and for agriculture it is $9.5 billion per year (all in 2005 dollars). There is 

substantial uncertainty about the costs of adaptation across climate outcomes. 

In specific sectors they may be 3–4 times the average under the worst climate 

scenario. 

The effects of climate change are on the increase and no part of the world is 

immune. It’s sure that South Asia will be particularly badly if we continue 

burning fossil fuels. The impact of climate change will depend on how we 

control the issue. If countries around the world act together, the economy will 

increase just 1.3% annually, and bye 2050 2.5%. There is growing awareness 

of the need for countries to get ready for response of climate change. 



 

 
 

Vietnam 

Vietnam is projected to be 91 MtCO2 (53% of the BAU emissions) and capturing 

this potential would require Vietnam to invest up to $1.8 billion that is around 

1.3% of its GDP.  

Indonesia 

In 2020 Indonesia would require to invest $4.3 billion in clean technologies, 

amounting to about 1% of gross domestic product in 2020. 

Philippines  

The total potential with a positive cost below $50/tCO2 in the Philippines is 

estimated to be 89 MtCO2 in 2020, achieving this would require the Philippines 

to invest up to $1.6 billion, amounting to about 0.6% of its GDP in 2020. 

Thailand 

Capturing total reduction potential (around 94 MtCO2) with a positive cost in 

2020 would require Thailand to invest up to $1.5 billion—about 0.5% of GDP—

in several clean technologies, mostly in the power supply sector. 

 

Past Actions 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was established by 

the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations 

Environment Program (UNEP) to assess scientific information on climate 

change, as well as its environmental and socioeconomic impacts, and to 

formulate response strategies. 

At the time of the Third Assessment Report of IPCC, scientists could say that 

the abundances of all the well-mixed greenhouse gases during the 1990s were 

greater than at any time during the last half-million years, and this record now 

extends back nearly 1 million years. In 2005, the concentration of carbon 

dioxide exceeded the natural range that has existed over 650,000 years.  

Evidence from observations of the climate system show an increase of 0.74 ± 

0.18°C in global average surface temperature during the 100-year period from 

1906 to 2005 and an even greater warming trend over the 50 year. In 1992 

the UN create “Earth Summit” in effort to save the planet producing the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) as a first step in 

addressing the climate change problem. Today, it has near-universal 

membership. The 197 countries that have ratified the Convention are Parties 

to the Convention. The ultimate aim of the Convention is to prevent 

“dangerous” human interference with the climate system. 



 

 
 

In 2000, the region contributed 12% of the world’s GHG emissions, amounting 

to 5,187 MtCO2-eq, up 27% from 1990. The land use change and forestry 

sector were the biggest source, contributing 75% of the region’s total, the 

energy sector 15%, and the agriculture sector 8%. There is considerable scope 

for mitigation measures that can contribute to a global solution to climate 

change and bring significant co- benefits to Southeast Asia. 

 

Follow up questions 

 

 How does your country can help addressing the primary areas of concern? 

 What kind of treatments can be used in this issue? 

 How does your country can greet this economic problem? 

 Is your country in a position to give or to receive? 
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